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A Word from Bro. Marty 
 

      On November 27, families and friends will gather to celebrate Thanksgiving. In 1621, the first Thanksgiving took 

place in Plymouth, Massachusetts, following a challenging first year for the Pilgrims who arrived on the Mayflower in 

1620. After enduring a harsh winter that resulted in the death of nearly half of the original settlers, the remaining 

Pilgrims celebrated their successful harvest with a feast. The feast was attended by approximately 50 Pilgrims and 

around 90 members of the Wampanoag tribe, including their leader Massasoit. The Wampanoag played a crucial role 

in the survival of the Pilgrims by teaching them essential agricultural techniques and providing assistance during their 

first year in the New World. Notably, Squanto, a member of the Wampanoag, acted as a translator and guide for the 

Pilgrims, having learned English after being captured by European explorers.  

      The event was not called "Thanksgiving" at the time; it was a harvest celebration that included feasting, games, 

and military exercises. The exact date of the feast is not known, but it likely occurred between late September and 

mid-November. The celebration lasted for three days and was characterized by a spirit of gratitude and cooperation 

between the Pilgrims and the Native Americans. While the first Thanksgiving was a significant event, it was not until 

1863 that President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving a national holiday, designating the last Thursday in 

November as a day of thanks. 

      For Christians, every day should be a day of Thanksgiving. On Thanksgiving Day, how much more should we 

gather as friends and family and celebrate what Christ did for us on the cross over 2,000 years ago. How much more 

should we pause and give thanks for His love, goodness, kindness, mercy, grace, and even the way He provides and 

cares for us each day. How much more should we be thankful for the future God has promised us. As God’s people, 

the lost world should see our gratitude for the One who sacrificed and saved us. This Thanksgiving, spend time with 

family and friends and celebrate our Savior and Lord; who we are and what we have in Him.  

      Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Director of Missions. 
 
In Christ, 

Marty Black, DOM  

 
SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS 

    
Lisa Allred   Rev. Caroll Holmes 

Mary Ruth Allred  Trudy Joiner 

Andrew Aswell  Rev. Bobby Kranz 

Mildred Brantley  Mike Lazenby 

Rev. Harry Brown  Rev. James Miller 

Ty Colvin   Clay Moock 

Cheryl Durrett  Breck Owens 

Hez Elkins   Rev. Paul Pearson 

Imogene Frasier  Rev. Jeff Sanford 

JoAnn Grafton                        Janice Savage  

Lynda Grafton     Ann Smith 

Nell Grafton    Linda Smith 

Anna Lou Greene  Rev. Jerry Whitman 
  

Pray for our churches without pastors. 
 

  Christian Sympathy is extended to: 

        the family of Mr. Billie Nutt; 

        the family of Mr. Bobby Elkins; and 

    the family of Ruston Fire Chief, Chris Womack,  

as well as the Ruston Fire Department. 
 

Harlin & Karen Knight and Mission Team as they   

travel to Arizona & New Mexico to deliver the Gospel and 

Christmas Shoeboxes December 6th through 12th. 



 Circle of  Love Prayer Calendar 
 
November 30 - December 6, 2025            December 14-20, 2025 
Farmerville, First Baptist - Rev. Kurt Auger, Pastor                 Rocky Branch Baptist Ch. - Rev. Paul Pearson, Pastor 
P. O. Box 296, Farmerville, LA 71241-0296                             109 Roan Rd., Farmerville, LA  71241-5764 
Sharon Baptist Church - Rev. Jeff Roberts, Pastor          Evergreen Baptist Church - Rev. Daniel Barnes, Pastor 
2769 Hwy. 152, Dubach, LA 71235=3711                          1380 Evergreen Rd., Bernice, LA  71222-5426 
 
December 7-13, 2025              December 21 - 27, 2025   
Canaan Baptist Church - Rev. Brian Williams, Pastor          Choudrant, First Baptist—Rev. Gil Arthur, Pastor 
502 Canaan Church Rd., Spearsville, LA  71277-3710          P. O. Box 217, Choudrant, LA 71227-0217 
Zion Hill Baptist Church - Dr. Daniel T. Hall, Pastor                 Bernice, First Baptist - Rev. Reagan Colvin, Pastor 
C/o 1098 Cypress Creek Rd., Farmerville, LA  71241-8230    P. O. Box 567, Bernice, LA  71227-0567 
 
 
             
  
              
                                                                                                                                                                               

 2026 CIRCLE OF LOVE PRAYER CALENDAR  
Please save for reference throughout the coming year. 



 2026 CIRCLE OF LOVE PRAYER CALENDAR, continued: 
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4 - Spiritual Awakening Prayer Meeting,  

     2 PM at the Missions & Ministry Ctr. 
 
Reminder: There will not be a December Pastors  

Conference/Executive Board meeting.  A newly  

revised schedule of these meeting was approved  

at the Annual Meeting.  The next meeting is  

January 13, 2026 at DaySpring Baptist, Ruston.  
 
12,13,14 - Chauvin Mission Weekend  
 
15 - Tidings deadline for January newsletter. 
 
24 - Christmas Eve 

25 - Merry Christmas!  
       The Missions and Ministry Center will be closed  

       from December 24th through January 1st.     

 Church Happenings 
REV. MICHAIL BALDWIN has resigned as Pastor of New Hope 
Baptist Church, Choudrant, to serve Douglas Community Church, 
Ruston. Sunday, November 16, 2025 was Bro. Michail’s last day at 
New Hope.  
 

Pastors / Ministers / Staff Needed 
 
Calvary Baptist Church, Ruston is seeking a Minister to Youth. 
Interested individuals can visit www.calvaryruston.org or send a 
resume to calvaryyouthpastor71270@gmail.com.   
 
Marion First Baptist Church is seeking a Minister of Music.  Inter-
ested individuals should send resumes to the church address: P. O. 
Box 350, Marion, LA  71260 or contact Bro. Bubba Hoggatt, pastor.  
 
Simboro First Baptist Church is seeking a part-time individual to 
fill the    Bi-vocational Minister of Music position.  Resumes should 
be sent to the church address: 133 Tiger Drive, Simsboro, LA 71275. 
 
Hopewell Baptist Church, Spearsville is seeking a pianist.  Contact 
Bro. Dewayne Ramsey (318) 620-8933, if interested.  
 
First Baptist Church, Spearsville is seeking a part time Youth Min-
ister. Please contact Bro. Neil Everett@ fbcspearsville@yahoo.com 

 

CONCORD UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION  

CHURCHES WITHOUT PASTORS 
 

 Calvary BC       Enterprise BC        Liberty BC* 

 Litroe BC       Mt. Tabor BC         Nazareth Hispanic* 
 New Hope BC       Spencer BC*             Pleasant Hill BC,  
           Farmerville*    
 * Interim Pastor      

CONCORD UNION  

BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
3481 Highway 33, Ruston, LA 71270 

P. O. Box 606, Ruston, LA 71273 
 

Dr. Marty Black, 
Director of Missions 

New Email: dom@concordunionbaptistassociation.net  
Nancy Collie,  

Ministry Assistant 
New Email: admin@concordunionbaptistassociation.net 

 
Office Phone: (318) 255-9030 

 
Website: concordunionbaptistassociation.net 

 
Missions & Ministry Center 

Office Hours:  8 AM - 4 PM 

Monday thru Thursday; Closed Fridays 

Non-Profit 
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 P. O. BOX 606  
 RUSTON, LA  71273-0606 

 

Merry Christmas from our hearts and homes 
to yours!  Thank you for the blessing of serving 

our Lord through the ministry of  
Concord Union Baptist Association.   

    Bro. Marty & Tessa 
    Nancy 


